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‘The Spider's Dream Web’ isamythical short
story for children and web lovers everywhere about the
birth of the Internet's World Wide Web.

It is atale about three very special new friends—a caring
boy, a lovable spider, and a powerful computer —who
snow that magical things can happen when people with
big dreams share their vision with others who may be
willing and able to help.

Enjoy the story! ...
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"Oh, no! Another spider web!" cried Tommy's mother,
as she noticed alarge silken web at the corner of the living
room ceiling.

"Tommy, where is the dust mop? I'm going to have to get
rid of that spider web!" she said.

"I think it is downstairs in the basement,” Tommy said.

As his mother went downstairs to get the mop, Tommy
looked way up at the ceiling to see the web. It was the
largest spider web he had ever seen, with strands of its
shining silk stretched from one wall to the other and to the
ceiling! Aswebs go, this one was magnificent! The spider
that created it must be a master artist, Tommy thought.

When his mother returned with the mop, Tommy asked her
not to destroy the web. "It's beautiful!" he said.

"Sorry, Tommy," she replied. "Pretty or not, the web has
got to go! I will not have spider webs in our house!"
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Then she quickly lifted the mop over her head and leaned it
towards the spider web. The bristles of the mop grabbed the
strands of the web and pulled them off the walls and the
ceiling. In an instant, the magnificent web was gone!

Tommy felt sad to see the web disappear. But, as he looked
at the wall, he saw a spider running very fast away from
where the web was. "Onh, there's a spider!" Tommy said,
excited to seeit.

That was a big mistake. His mother wanted to get rid of the
spider, too. "No spidersin our house!" she said. "Watch
out!"

Tommy moved aside as his mother swung at the spider
with the mop -- and missed! She swung again and missed
again. Actually, though, Tommy thought, she may have
injured the spider. But then she stopped swinging the mop
because the spider had disappeared. The magnificent web
and the spider that had probably created it were gone.

Tommy's mother was glad. She did not like the web, and
she did not want the spider.
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Tommy was sad. He liked the web, and he would have
liked to keep the spider, too. As his mother went downstairs
to put the dust mop back in the closet, Tommy sat in the
chair near the window and thought about the web and the
spider. Within minutes, he fell aseep.

The spider returned. It climbed up the chair, much slower
than it normally would have because two of its legs had
been injured by the mop. Then the spider began to spin its
tale...

"Tommy, in a perfect world, you and | and all the creatures
in the universe could live together peacefully. We could be
friends and play together. | could weave webs for you —
big, beautiful webs that could not be destroyed and would
last forever! But the world is not perfect, and my legs are
now sore and weak. |'m afraid my web-weaving days are
almost over."

The spider began to cry.

"Don't cry, Webby," Tommy consoled the spider. "Let me
think. Maybe | can help you!"
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Tommy was stumped. S0, he decided to turn on the
computer. He flicked on the switch, and something magical
began to happen! The computer began to talk!

"Hi, Tommy! Hi, Webby!" the computer said. "My nameis
Putey! How can | help you?!"

"Tell him, Webby!" Tommy urged the spider.

"Well, Putey," Webby said, "I'm hurt, and | believe my web-
weaving days will soon be gone. But, |'ve always wanted to
spin the largest and most magnificent web in the world —
one that will connect all creatures wherever they may be so
they can communicate with, and learn from, each other and
live peacefully, playing together as friends. | want people
like Tommy's mommy to welcome me and my webs into
their homes. That iswhat | want to do."

"Isthat all?" the computer asked.

"No," Webby replied. "1 would like the web to develop a life
of its own, to continue to grow — forever — after my web-
weaving days are over."
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"AND," he continued, "I would like my webs to be able to
join with other webs to form a worldwide community."

"WOW" said Tommy. "Webby, you want to create a World
Wide Web!™"

"Exactly!" the spider replied. "That would be this spider's
dream. Just think of how wonderful this would be for all
spiders and for creatures everywhere! Spiders would roam
the Web, bringing all sorts of information, fun, and games
with us from one strand of the webway to another!"

"That'sterrific!" said Tommy. He was excited, thinking of
playing games and having fun with other boys and girls
around the world.

"But, how can | do it?" Webby asked, looking at the
computer.

"I need more information to be able to help you," said
Putey. " Give me everything you've got, \Webby!"

"Move aside, Tommy!" the spider yelled. "Here it goes,
Putey!"
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Webby quickly unfurled a silken thread of web right at
Putey's"ENTER" button. "Take this!" Webby said, as he
dlid with his good legs across the thread to the button,
landing hard with a thud on the key and de-pressing it.

"Input! Input!" the computer yelled, and Putey's screen
started scrolling frantically.

"|'ve got megabytes — lots and lots of information!" Webby
said, biting a hole in Putey's casing and then going inside
to spin some magical yarn. The silky substance began to
stick to Putey's components, and, at spots, began to melt.

"Ahl... Oh!" purred Putey, almost like a cat.

"Your webs are melding into me!" Putey told Webby. "My
circuits and programming are getting web-ified! 1'm not
sure what's going to happen now!"

"Maybe you should stop,” Tommy cautioned Webby. "This
could be dangerous!"

"Nonsense!" replied Webby. "Thiswill be my greatest Web
yet!"
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So, Webby kept spinning his magical threads until he had
no more silk left to cast. And Putey kept processing in a
magical way until the threads of the Web disappeared and
his screen buzzed with tremendous energy. Then, suddenly,
the screen went totally blank.

Webby was exhausted. Tommy picked up his spider friend
and put him gently onto the floor. \Webby barely moved.
"Thanks, Tommy!" he said weakly.

And then, with a click, Tommy's mother turned on the
computer and Tommy woke up from his nap. Webby was
nowhere to be seen, and Putey |ooked like he always had —
no bite marks, no spider webs, nothing unusual...

...But Tommy knew things were different when his mother
said, "Tommy come here. | want to show you the World
Wide Web!"

A spider's dream vision of a new web world community
had come true, and it was the most magnificent web ever!"

The End
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We hope you enjoyed “ The Spider’s Dream Web” !

Now, you are invited to read the following FREE excerpt
of thefirst 5 chapters of Neal R. Voron’s acclaimed
self-help/inspirational novel, “ The Obstacle Course’,
available as a trade paperback in early 2005!

The story is about an old but untraditional teacher,

Dr. Ernest Acton, who takes his class on an adventure
towards self-growth and personal development. Dr. Acton's
unique off-beat style keeps the class — and the reader —
guessing (and thinking) throughout the "course".

Neal R. Yoron

Th
OBSTACLE
COUR:E

A Sell-Helpinapiraliaal Mo el

What readers are saying about “ The Obstacle Course’ ...

"The Obstacle Course is one of those books that you will find yourself reading over and
over again. And each time you read it, you'll come away better than you were before.
You'll have a better perspective on life, your place in it, and the way you look at it.
Prepare to be changed forever after reading this amazing work."

Andy O'Bryan
Founder, Principal Visions, LLC
http://www.IncentiveT oolkit.com|
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“1 have studied and published self-help information for many years, and rarely do | see
something as unique and fresh as The Obstacle Course.

Its story format is fun and entertaining to read, while making it easier to understand and
remember the lessons... And these lessons are some of the most important things to
know in life, things which aren't typically learned in school.

| believe anyone can take a course from ‘Dr. Acton’, benefit from this book, and enjoy
the story at the sametime.”

Steve Moore
Editor/Webmaster, Personal-Development.Com
http://www.Personal -Development.com|

"This quick-paced story entertains, enlightens and is filled with pearls of wisdom that
will inspire positive change in a loved one's life. So, do your loved ones a favor, buy
them a copy!”

Ken D. Foster

Best-Selling Author, Ask and You Will Succeed,
and CEOQO, Shared Vision Network
http://www.Ask-Succeed.com|

"The Obstacle Course is in the same genre as Who Moved My Cheese?, but has its own
unique labyrinth of stories that not only entertain, but move and challenge the reader to
think about larger issues.

The story has special applications to those in academia and especially those in business.
The Obstacle Course touches the realm of spirituality without being overtly religious or
sectarian. To that extent, it isabook for everyone.

Rather than being another *how-to’ book, The Obstacle Course is lightly seasoned with
humor that makes for an enjoyable read that touches the soul as well as the mind."

Kenneth M. Lankin, M.D.
Founder, Dr. Lankin's Specialty Foods, LLC

Ettg://www.AwesomeAI monds.com|
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“I'm a firm believer that — right along with teaching math, reading, and history — our
schools and universities should be teaching the ideas that are shared in this novel.
Everyone can benefit from the lessons that Dr. Acton teachesin The Obstacle Course.

Neal R. Voron has awinner in this book... and, in this case, you'll receive the rewards in
your life from applying the principles shared.”

Josh Hinds

CEO, GetMotivation.com

Publisher, "Let's Talk Motivation!" newsletter
http://www.GetM otivation.com)|

“The Obstacle Courseis a clever, cerebral, thought-provoking adventure in pedagogy.
Dr. Ernest Acton is a professor, philosopher and motivator, and Neal R. Voron is a
storyteller par excellence who introduces us to the teacher we all wish we had.”

Donald R. Stoltz, D.O.
Physician, Children’s Book Author, and
Author of Books About Norman Rockwell

http://www.DrDona dStoltz.com|

"The Obstacle Course, written by Neal R. Voron, is aliterary prescription. | recommend
it for al ages. It is a story filled with mental calisthenics... Doctor Acton teaches his
students and, you, the reader, how to be aware and to take positive action when faced
with an unexpected or an expected obstacle.

Refreshing, stimulating, offering you a chalenge to ignite the power of positive
thought... Mr. Voron has awhimsical way of storytelling, opening your mind to truth, as
Plato and Aristotle did... Clarity versus veiled uncertainty.

Every school and library should have this humanitarian self-help book as a staple.”

Joseph F.M. Pokorny

Songwriter, Musician, Composer

Co-Founder with Neal R. Voron of RyKy Records (tm)
http://www.RyKyRecords.com|

Mr. Pokorny was so inspired by the story that he has created
The Obstacle Course Musical!
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“The Obstacle Course is just that — a course about obstacles and how they affect our
futures. Although this short book is written in a fictional form, it is actually a guide to
self-realization that carries numerous truths — many which we may have always known,
but lately have put aside in the pace of the day, and many that may be new to our
thinking.

The sum total of The Obstacle Course reminds us that the single most important obstacle
inlifeisourselves.

This is a book for students — both formal learners and life-long learners. As a former
teacher, | see The Obstacle Course as a wonderful supplement to any classroom
experience. It encourages students to take charge of their goas and of their own
education.

Each chapter is a springboard for a spirited discussion session. There are exercises that
can be duplicated in the classroom and even a short page of review questions at the end.

If you are looking for something to inspire and lighten your day, The Obstacle Course
will meet the challenge. If you are a teacher, you owe it to yourself to investigate this
tool.”

Janna McGlasson

Former Drama Teacher

Co-Host, Cheap Thrills Bookstore
http://members.aol.com/jannakaren/|

"A fast, fun, mind-expanding good read.”

Joe Vitale

Best-Selling Author, " Spiritual Marketing”,

"The Greatest Money-Making Secret In History!",
"Hypnotic Writing", and Other Books
http://www.MrFire.com

“Read this book! Fast-paced, entertaining and most importantly, it'll get "under your
skin" and transform your life. Great reading. Great fun. The principles are powerful,
practical and timeless. Once again — buy and read this book!”

Philip E. Humbert, Ph.D.
Author, Keynote Speaker and
Personal Success Strategist

Ettg://www. PhilipH umbert.com|
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“The Obstacle Course’

By Neal R. Voron

Copyright 2005 by Neal R. Voron. All Rights Reserved.

Chapter 1

There was an excitement in the air unlike any phenomenon | had ever experienced
before. The anticipation of the arriving crowd of anxious students was that something
wonderful was about to happen... and it was going to happen any minute now... to us, to
all of us!

In small groups — one, two, three students at a time — we filtered through the doorway.
The gathering class increasingly became transformed into a frenetic group of fidgeting
and high-pitched, fast-speaking, but enthusiastic, conversationalists. The room was so
abuzz with such supercharged energy that goosebumps appeared on my arms and | sat
away from the window lest | get struck by lightning.

We were all eager to begin what was rumored by other students to be "the most
worthwhile course you'll ever take."

Naturally, we wanted to know why the course was so terrific, but the standard reply
always was, "you'll have to find out for yourself!" The words were always spoken with
great enthusiasm — as from souls who had found a new self-confidence, a sense of
purpose — and they always sounded sincere in their encouragement to take the course, as
if they wanted to bestow upon us a secret gift. When college students speak with that
much enthusiasm about a class, either they're playing a cruel prank or they're letting you
in on something special. | decided to take a chance and find out for myself.

So, there we were... a full house — 40 desk chairs, 40 students — 20 men, 20 women —
awaiting "The Obstacle Course", taught by Dr. Ernest T. Acton, known to the fortunate
few as atruly remarkable "teacher" in the fullest sense of the word.

And then there was aroar of thunder outside, and you could hear atorrent of rain driving
hard down from the sky, riveting the outer world with drops of polluted water as the
horizon flickered with momentary illumination. Asif on cue, the atmospheric distractions
coincided with the entry of Dr. Acton into the room.

1
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Chapter 2

What a shock! Not having met Dr. Acton before, | had no idea of what to expect in terms
of his appearance, his manners, his methods... Somehow, | had visualized him as being in
his mid-40's, well toned, perhaps 6'3", weighing 200 pounds, with a full head of dark,
shining, wavy hair, and a glowing complexion.

Galloping into the room with a quick, direct stride was a man who looked to be nearing
70, about 5'5", 130 pounds, with a huge, shining bald spot trimmed with white hair, and a
complexion that clearly had seen many days. Dr. Acton looked remarkably like my
paternal grandfather, but he seemed to have two conspicuous attributes that belied any
frailties he may have possessed: his hazel eyes radiated with life, and his cheeks formed a
ready, easy smile that made him seem personable.

Placing his tattered and worn burgundy leather portfolio atop his desk, he leaned his side
against the desk so as to be half-sitting.

"Good evening!" he greeted the class with seemingly sincere enthusiasm. "My name is
Dr. Ernest T. Acton, and | am so glad that so many of you made a decision to fit this
evening course into your busy schedules. It is a wise move for those of you who are
serious about accomplishing things that are important to you in your life."

"'The Obstacle Course' is a class about dealing with life's happenings and the things you
would like to happen,” Dr. Acton continued. "If you want this course to be helpful to you,
open your mind to it. | will work hard to help you learn.”

"Okay, class dismissed!" he said, his voice raising with excitement. "See you next week!"
he said, as he grabbed his portfolio and then quickly walked out of the room.

We were al stunned. We could not believe what had just happened: he basicaly just
came in, said 'hello’, and left! A few guys in the class quickly ran into the hallway,
hoping to corner Dr. Acton and find out why he did that. Most of us just sat there in the
room, dumbfounded. We waited a few minutes until our classmates returned with their
report: "We couldn't find him! He disappeared!"

"Why did he leave?' we wondered. "Were we victims of somebody's joke?* More than a
few students weren't too amused with the evening's events. | must say, |, too, was
disappointed.
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Chapter 3

When the class met again, several faces were missing. Before Dr. Acton arrived, there
were a number of discussions about why he may have left so abruptly the previous week.
The consensus opinion was that he probably prefers a brief introductory first meeting.
But, we were curious, why hadn't he at least handed out a course syllabus and list of
reading materials? We were determined to find out.

Dr. Acton galloped in promptly at 7 p.m. just as he had for the first meeting.

"Good Evening!" he cheerfully greeted his audience, his smile brimming widely while he
tossed his portfolio onto the desk.

The smile was not returned.

"Oh, | see," he said, surveying the dour faces and seven empty desk chairs. "Even though
some of your classmates were able to overcome any obstacles last week that may have
prevented them from taking this evening class, they apparently were unable to overcome
the obstacles they faced this week. That's too bad.”

John, one of the students who had tried, unsuccessfully, to catch up with Dr. Acton last
week, then jumped up from his seat. "Dr. Acton, why did you leave so abruptly last
week? We were all excited about getting started with our classwork! Y ou didn't even give
us a course syllabus or areading list!"

"Young man,” the old man replied, "I left because the lesson was over. This class is
about dealing with life's happenings and the things you would like to happen. | said that if
you want this course to be helpful to you, you must open your mind to it. If you are to
learn, you must think. Prior to last week, you — all of you — had set a goa to take this
course. Last week, you embarked on a path toward your goal and overcame any obstacles
— such as the time of the meeting — that may have gotten in the way. That was good! But
itwasasofairly easy..."

"Easy?' | asked aoud, not realizing Dr. Acton had heard me.

"Yes, my friend. | think perhaps having to adjust one's schedule to accommodate
participating in an activity for which you have high interest is extraordinarily high. It's
much more difficult to overcome obstacles when the enthusiasm for achieving your goa
has dimmed somewhat or when a tougher obstacle gets in the way. My quick departure
last week seemsto have drawn afew of your classmates off the path.”
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not too difficult an obstacle for most people,” he replied. "The anticipation and
excitement level shown by the class last week when | entered the room was

"Why do you think that happened?' John interjected, still a bit miffed.
"Let me ask you," Dr. Acton retorted. "Why do you think that happened?’

"WEell, because they probably didn't think it would be worth their time to continue in
class. Maybe they thought they would be throwing their money away. Or perhaps they
thought you were too strange to learn anything worthwhile from, considering the way you
left so suddenly,” John replied.

| cringed upon hearing that! John was being awfully bold!

"You may be right, young man," Dr. Acton said, "Your fellow classmates may have left
the class for any or all of those reasons or for some other reason. But the reasons you
suggest represent an obstacle that stops many people from ever accomplishing things they
originally set out to do. That obstacle is 'uncertainty'.”

"Class, the differences between you who are attending class today and your classmates
who decided not to attend are clear: they allowed obstacles to block their path to learning
the material for this class; you did not allow obstacles to block your path, and you are
learning new lessons here today."

"Now, son,” Dr. Acton continued, addressing John, "your questions regarding a syllabus
and reading list seem to confirm my assessment of the class unreadiness to learn last
week..."

"Unreadiness to learn?' | heard myself question.

Dr. Acton had heard me, too.

"Yes," he turned towards me, "unreadiness.” He grabbed the leather portfolio from his
desk. "Look," he said, unzipping the portfolio to show the entire class that it was empty,
"there's no syllabus, no reading list!"

We were astounded. "Why?" we asked collectively. "How will we learn?' one student
asked. "How will we get graded?' asked another.

Dr. Acton replied, "Think about it." The old man paused for a moment, smiled,
enthusiastically said, "See you next week!", and walked quickly out the door.

Nobody chased after him. We had afew things to think about.

4
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Chapter 4

Think about things, we did. But we had more questions than answers. In fact, we still
didn't have much of a clue about what Dr. Acton and "The Obstacle Course" were all
about.

Why didn't Dr. Acton give some structure to the class? If he was following alesson plan,
why didn't he let us know the schedule? What did he expect from us? And, yes, what
about grades? When the course is over, how will we know how well we did?... And
another thing... Why did the old man carry around an old, soft-leather briefcase that's
empty? What was the purpose?

That question intrigued me because everything Dr. Acton said and did seemed so
purposeful. Yet, his actions and his reactions seemed to occur so spontaneously! He
possessed an extraordinary sense of control — so extraordinary that we wondered whether
anything could rattle him.

| wasn't the only one so intrigued. In fact, word spread quickly among my classmates that
someone devised a plan to "trick” the dear doctor. He was going to be in for a surprise,
and everyone was anxious about what would happen. Not only did the 33 of us from last
week show up for class, but so did two others who had attended the first week.

What was "the trick” going to be? | felt a pang of guilt as Dr. Acton galloped into the
room promptly at 7 p.m.

"Good evening, everyone!" the unsuspecting leader said with a smile as he propped up
his portfolio on the desk. "Good evening!" was the reply in unison.

"Is this a newfound enthusiasm, or have you al conjured up some answers to the
guestions you posed last week?' Dr. Acton asked.

John was first to reply. "Daoctor, you threw our questions back at us again. How are we to
find the answers?'

"Good guestion, son! How are we to find the answers? WE ASK!" the wise man said.
"But, we did ask..." John said.

Dr. Acton then interjected, "Sometimes you must ask, ask, and ask again to get the
information you want. Give up, and what will you have?... NO ANSWER!!! You must
know what you want to ask; you must know how to ask it; you must figure out who to
ask it of — and sometimes you need only to ask it again of yourself because YOU have
answers within you to questions that have not been asked!"

5
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"So, now | ask again,” John implored. "Why haven't we been given a course syllabus and
areading list, Dr. Acton?'

"My friend," he finally obliged, "the answer is simply because you don't need them for
this course. You are here, in class. If you pay attention, if you open your mind, if you
think about what is discussed, if you ask questions, if you seek the answers, if you
understand the concepts, if you utilize those concepts in your everyday life, you will
LEARN and you will continue to learn for as long as you practice these things."

He continued, gazing throughout the audience, "I want your minds focused on learning
about obstacles and how to deal with them. You will learn by earnest, thoughtful action,
not by locking your minds to some inflexible guideline that assumes authority simply
because it has been committed to paper!"

Suddenly, the door to the room closed with a click. "Don't bother getting it,” Acton
instructed. "Let's not let anything interrupt this discussion.”

There was a brief shuffling of bodies in their seats in the back of the room, and a quick
glance back revealed some not-too-well-concealed smiles.

The teacher continued, "Regarding areading list, YOU KNOW what you have to read to
learn about things that you need to know and YOU KNOW what you have to read to
learn about things that are important to you. If you don't know, you can find out by
ASKING. Reading is your responsibility. All 1 will say is don't let lack of knowledge or
lack of ability to acquire knowledge become an obstacle in your lives. It doesn't have to
be. YOU can decide about that."

"Uh, Doctor, what about grades?' came a voice from the far end of the room.

The old man winced as if his most heartfelt prose had just been pierced by a sling of
outrageous fortune.

He stared icily ahead, quickly and boldly moving his eyes from one to another of us,
seemingly searching to connect with the inner vision deep beyond the surface of our
brows. There was just a brief second of almost breathless anticipation, and then came a
jarring SILENCE. Dr. Acton merely leaned against the desk, rested his chin upon his
open palm, and stared at us.

After about a minute, he spoke, softly, addressing the questioner in form, but the classin
posture. "What about grades? Why do you think | haven't mentioned grades?"

Everyone remained silent.
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"If you focus on grades, your perceptions of this class may not be broad enough to
include whole spheres of opportunities for your minds to grow. You may ruin the fun,
shut down the creativity, get stuck on form, and never see the path to what is most
important.”

He continued, "Your participation in this class is most relevant to me; your grades are
not. Those who journey on "The Obstacle Course" aways learn where they stand.”

"If you are afraid about what grade you will receive, | give you two choices. leave the
class now, and don't worry about it; or stay in the class, and do not worry about it! Do
yourselves a favor — leave your worries at the door. Come to class — pay attention, think,
learn, and use what you learn — and you will do well."

"...Now, let us get on with the course!" he said, clapping his hands with excitement. No
one rushed toward the door.

Suddenly, it appeared something wonderful was about to happen: Dr. Acton was about to
teach!
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